Judging by the public and private discussions which have taken place among members of the nursing profession and the expression of opinion of some medical men, it would seem to be a foregone conclusion on their part that this question can only be answered in the affirmative, the matter for discussion and any differences of opinion having apparently had relation only to the method and machinery to be adopted in establishing a Register.
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I propose to submit for consideration some reasons on the negative side of the question tending to the conclusion that the object which all who are interested in the promotion of good nursing have at heart, namely, that of raising the standard of nursing and the position of nurses, may suffer instead of gaining by the establishment of a general Register. The In the next* place, it is obvious that the conditions for admission on the Register must be so framed as to conform to the capabilities of the average nurse and to meet the requirements of the average training school. Great injustice would be done to a number of respectable women were a higher standard insisted on, and seeing that the official recognition of the Register would be considered sufficient by the great mass of employers, the result would be that the same advantages would be thereby conferred on the inferior as on the superior nurse. It would also thus tend to destroy any ambition on the part of the bulk of nurses to obtain the higher certificate which might be afforded by a superior over an inferior training school, and lead to a general and low uniformity of qualification.
I am permitted to quote upon this subject the opinion of an experienced hospital matron, who writes as follows, in reply to an inquiry as to her views upon the establishment of a general Register with certificate based upon examination : " I think both these things, viz., the examination of, and the granting certificates to, nurses, are most necessary, but that both should be done at the school where the nurses have been trained, or in many cases gross injustice will be done to those best fitted to become nurses, and immense harm to the profession itself. At the present time nursing is fashionable, and there cannot be the slightest doubt that there are large numbers of young women taking it up, not because they have a taste for it, not because they wish to be useful in this life, not even because they desire to earn their livelihood, but simply because they have an idea that when once their probation is over they will lead a life of much greater freedom than they possibly could if they continued to reside with their friends, and in this they are right; now these are the women who will most easily pick up the scientific part of the work, and who will, in consequence of their cleverness, their better education, their power of putting their knowledge into words, most certainly come out well in all examinations, leaving far behind the less welleducated and clever ones, although the knowledge of nursing possessed by these may be quite as great, and their aptitude and fitness for their work much greater. Therefore, the clever and unfit ones will obtain first-class certificates, and, consequently, in many instances, good posts, while the others will only obtain second-class certificates and inferior posts, which will be an injustice to them and a great loss to institutions and the nursing profession generally. The 
